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Scene: A country inn outside Lisbon — late 
seventeenth century. 


As the villagers sing of their return to the 
fields after a night of gay carousing, Donna 
Gabriela and her companion, Ines, arrive to 
find quarters in Rodrigo’s inn, having fled the 
former’s elderly Spanish guardian. Gabriela 
secretly expresses the fervent desire to be 
re-united with her beloved’ young nobleman, Don 
Carlos. 


The shrewd old businessman Rodrigo is not 
really surprised when Don Carlos and his servant, 
Pedrillo, come looking for the ladies and he 
sends themon a wild goose chase after collecting 
a tidy sum for the misinformation. Being a 
clever old fox, Rodrigo then collects a small 
fee for having saved the girls from great danger. 
When the doddering Don Roselbo arrives at the 
inn looking for his young ward, he is touched 
for money by Rodrigo for the privilege of 
escorting two unknown young ladies to Lisbon. 


Rodrigo calls Gabriela and Ines from their 
room and when they encounter Roselbo, pande- 
monium results: Roselbo is enchanted to have 
found the girls and Rodrigo shocked when the 
girls turn on him in their anger at being caught. 
The shock increases when Don Carlos and 
Pedrillo return to the inn: Don Carlos has a 
court decision stating that Roselbo is no longer 
Gabriela’s guardian and she is free to marry 
him. Roselbo leaves in a traumatic state, the 
four lovers are re-united, Rodrigo has been out- 
foxed, and the ensemble moralizes that ‘‘there 
are no sins in inns in Portugal’’. 
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Scene: A French farmhouse on an April morning 
in the thirteenth century. 


Alison, a high-spirited young farmer’s wife, 
is constantly thwarted in her attempts ‘‘to cele- 
brate the Springtime by stretching a point of 
conscience’’ with the fat old priest, Father 
Philippe. A handsome young scholar, Pierre, 
arrives to beg for something to eat and although 
Alison is quite taken by the lad, the priest, 
anxious to ‘‘exorcise the naughty devil of Spring- 
time’’ laughing at him in her eyes, chases Pierre 
from the farmhouse. 


When Father Philippe once more starts to 
“‘drive away the demon who torments Alison’, 
another interruption occurs. The priest is forced 
to hide in the straw and Alison to hide her 
confusion when the scholar accompanies her 
husband, Louis, on his return from the town. 
Pierre means to have food and revenge! He 
first reveals to the somewhat simple Louis that 
Alison has a goodly supply of food in the house, 
even though she sent Louis to town for pro- 
visions. The climax — after revealing the 
hidden food, he reveals the hidden priest. Livid 
with rage, Louis thrashes Philippe and quite 
literally kicks him out of his house. Banishing 
Alison to the attic, Louis offers his hospitality 
to a scholar who is consumed with mirth at his 
skilful handling of the situation. 
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The recitatives in ‘‘The Portuguese Inn’’ are 
accompanied at the piano by Jacqueline Richard. 


